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C*M No. 

Datc ik Bov. 1991 


Nationality 


Palestinian 


BltTWOATI 

Bisthplacc 


Co 1C93 

Jerusalem 


Betas ht Position Political 2xile 
(Former Mufti of 
Jerusalem) 

Location Villa Aida, Heliopolis 

(Cairo-dgypt) 

Gee* Occumtioh Political leader 


Eoucatioh 


IIHAVAMI 


3t« George's 3chool in 
Jerusalem; Al-Axhar Univer« 
altar la C-iro* 

Arable, French, English, 
German, Turkish 


ftACf White 
Sex Male 

Mas it A t Status Married 
NAut or Srousc Unknown 

Cs 1 loach 6 children 

(1*20 year old boy) (5 girls-8-25 pears 
BSUaToS SS te* /of age) 

Moslem 

. Political Arr iliatioh Close relations 
with Arab League* 

Att ituoc tosasss: U.S. Fo rm e rly nan* 
tral (now questionable) 

U.S.S.R. Q uesti onable 


191t*19l8 

1916-1919 


1922 

1926-1933 

1930 

1936 

1936-1937 


Made Pilgrimage to Mecca; Enlisted In Turkish Arny.^ 

Appointed to British Public Security Scrvico in Palestine; 1/ 
Later transferred to French Secret Service, Baoaseui s*l/ * 
Implicated in anti -Jewish riots; fled to Transjordan; 

Se n tenced to ten years in absentia by British*!/ 

Pardoned by 8ir Herbert Swuel, British High Caaolssior in 
Palestine; Selected as Mufti of Jerusalem by Arabs and 
British *1/ 

Elected, president of the Serene Muslla Conference *1/ 

Active in Arab Independence Moment opposing British Handate*2/ 
Appointed Uenber of Arab Delegation to the London Shaw Inquiry 
Coti3isoion*l/ 

Elected PreslXnxt, Arab Hig her Cosnitteo, 23 April *1/ 

Arab Higher Coaaittee and Bqprsme Council dissolved following 
Arab riots and assassination of British Commissioner; 

Mufti took refuge In Jerusalem Mosque. Lfe/ 

Escaped to Jaffa, then to Lebanon, 0ct3>er;l/ 

Offered asylum In Italian Libya. 1/ 

Joined Rashid All Gallon! In Bagdad «l/ 

Participated in Ras h i d All's revolt; Proclaimed himself Prime 
Minister of Iraq; 3igned secret Treaty with Germany and Italy, 
10 A^rilO/ 

Fled to Japanese Legation In Tehran, Uoy.l/ 

Disguised as Italian, fled to Roue, 3cptaiber*l/ 

Joined Ali Oailanl in Berlin; Began broadcasts to Arabs for 
Aris, 5 Hovonb«r*l/ 

Ifufti ended pro-Asis Propaganda 15 Juno.l/ ^ 
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X9W 

19*>C-19^9 

19^9 


Tied to Austria; then to Switzerland; Deported to France, where 
be vaa placed under bouse arrest .1/2/ 

Hum escaped incognito to Cairo; received by doc Parock, 

29 Moy.l/ 

Established seat of Palestine Arab Government In Gasa, September .1/ 
Mufti fails to unite Arabs on Palestine Question.!/ 

Journeys to Saudi Arabia to obtain Xbn Saul's support, October .1/ 
Visited Damascus to p r eve n t Iraqi -Syrian union.l/ 

Presides over tbs tfarld Muslin Conference in Karachi, 

February. 1/2/VS/ 

Visits Tehran to contact leaders of Fodayan-l -Islam (Crusaders 
of Isla&)«3/ 

deported with Puktunistan agents promoting defection of se v en 
pillion Patbon tribesmen from Pakistan to Afghanistan, 
ltoch.l/3/ 

Accompanied Obulan Abbas, Supreme bend of the Kaslrilr Liberation 
n o ve u e n t, to the cease-fire line in U3Z sector, 3C Harch.6/ 
Arrived In Levant as guest of President of Syrian Chamber, 

Marouf Dowalabl, to rally support against Israelis, tiaj*3/7/ 

Mufti praised by Prince Talal, June. 8/ 

M u f t i confers with Colonel 3hisbak)i, Syrian Chief of Staff, in 
Beirut on recruitment of Palestinian veterans into Syrian and 
Egyptian amiee, k juae.g/ 

Denounced by Syrian Foreign Office for Inte r fere n ce in state 
affairs, 15 June. 10/ 

Calls for direct negotiation of Palestine Refugees for American 
aid; Mufti forced to quit Syria; 

Bail Churl to act as Mufti's agent, late Juns.ll/ 

Mufti end revolutionary leader, Favsl al-KawalcJl, reported in 
Druse Tillage of Cornell, 1 6 July .12/13/ 

Member of Mufti's "Jibed Mukadess" party assasslaates King 
Abdallah, 20 JUly;l {►/ .Xcoused of Conmnist affiliations . 15/ 

Cells press conference in Cairo and denies complicity in plot 
against King Abdullah; Condsnns British for seizure of' 

Palestine for Jordan, 6 August. 16/17/ 

Plot to assassinate EhJ Amin repoHelT 17 August.18/ • 

Mufti sends six Palestinian war veterans to Dnascus to train 
under Colonel Shlshakll, 3k August. 1 9/ 

Mufti reported ready to oil)* himself with Russia or 03, 

25 August . 20/ 

Mufti confers with Egyptian and Saudi Arabian Foreign 
Ministers at Senlraais Hotel in Cairo; gains prestige, 25 
August.2l/ 

Suggests next Moslem Conference to be held in Tehran to 
Mullah Abd-ol-Qosia Kashanl, 26 September *22/2}/ 

Mufti said to offer terrorists to Moslem Browmood for sabotage 
against Trans Arabian Pipeline, 2 6 October .24/2^/ 

Urges sabotage against British, Americans, enSrrcnch to show 
support of Egypt's abrogation move, 3 Hovecber.g^/g/ 
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HP35BDC* Alin al (Baj) 

Repartee: 

BaJ Asln al-mcanMI Is now living in tbs Villa Alta, a luxurious two-etoary 
1 6 toobj house of pink stone in Baliopolis (City of the Sun) - a suburb of Cairo* 
There the ex-Mufti is protected by special Sgyptian polios In sentry boxes outside 
the garden vaH and Inside by 20 rolestlnlan bodyguards* The security Cordon has 
been tightened since the assassination of nine Abdullah of Jordan, so that when he 
leaves this refuge he is ringed by his bodyguards, oil well-awed.^/ 

Tbs Sx-Mufti has a retime of about 70 Including his only wife, their five 
daughters ranging free 8 to 25 years (the youngest being Mina, his favorite) and 
their son 8alah, a 20 year old law student in Cairo* He has four nale privets 
secretaries and three chauffeurs to drive his two Uaouslnes.j/ 

In February 1951 the ex-ttuftl began a tour of may strategic points* Bis 
first visit was to Karachi, Pakistan, where he was node honorary Chalimn of the 
World jjosUn Conference* Although It was reported by * source that Soviet Hoslnns 
were invited, none a ttended*^/ Another source inferred collusion between a Soviet 
agent "ttnhorn* and the Mufti.£/(sec footnote)* 

larly in March the Mufti traveled to Iron where he contacted psnbers of 
the Pedoyan * 1 - Isles, the Iranian co un terp a rt of tbs Motion Brotherhood* It 
wr*s a awhtr of this sane organlsatlcn who on the 7th of March assassinated the 
Pro -British Print Minister, All Rassara.^/ About this sens tins the Mufti was 
r epor t ed co nfer r i ng with PiMbtumstsn agents who were inciting Pathaa tribesman 
fren Pakistan to Join the Afghans* It was not until May ho w eve r, that the Afghans 
began raiding the Pakistan border •£/ On 26 March, fiaj Anln was also reported 
ecccnpeaylng Ohulan Abbas, 3upm»e need of the Kashnlr Liberation no vwn en t, to 
tbs cease fire line in the tfftl sector #6/ 

The Mufti 'e next najor oove was to the Levant, where Syrian forces were 
struggling with the Israelis over the question of draining tbs Bnlahftwp* As 
tbs guest of lla'rouf DswalsM, President of tfcv Syrian Chaster, the Busseim 
rallied Batlonallsts against say peace oove with the Israells*3/2/ ** ^ Inter- 
esting to note that, ggUn Chief of Staff, Lt* Colonel Adlb Shlsnakll, traveled 
to Beirut, Lebanon to confer with the ex-Muftl about the possibility of Incorporat- 
ing Palestinian war veterans Into the 3yrlaa and Sgyptian aisles* This emo 
Refugee Any plan was later presented to the Arab League with the suggestion that 
lt V financed by Pan-Arab funds *3/ it was at this mpo nee ting that the Igyptlan 
I oil tl cal COECittee delegates proposed that the Mufti's Oasa govemoent be 

represented In the League .£/ 

Rep erc u s sions against thrf Mufti's Interference In Syrian affairs were soon 
voiced by the Syrian Foreign Office. Contact was then node with the Syrian &bassy 
In Cairo to determine bow he had entered Syria* Investigations indicated that he 
bad used a passport Issued in the a&bossy at laris four years ago in the of 
Ihdv’mad Tahir, fadly none of Hc.J ab ln.10/ (This infoa cation could possibly dis- 
prove previous reports that the i!ufti bod used Ha'rouf Dswalabl's passport to 
escape fron Paris in l$h&*l/2/) 


ego infonnation in CIA files on a Russian Agent by the nape of ”31nharn*"2/ 
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Lebanon wne also included in the Mufti's travel® rbout this some tine* t 

Whether by coincidence or not, the pro-British Prealor, *Uad el Jolh cf Lebanon, 
van aseco sinated by c. jyrlan nationalist on 17 July ut the end of hie four day 

visit Vlth nine Abdullah. In Cordon, ilicd ol iolh ves reported to hove discussed i 

faeone by which the Arab World could worl; out n uoduc vivondi with Israel.^/ 

The ’iuftl •» conniving in Dacca cus woo suddenly halted when hie opponents I 

learned that be woo encouraging the Palestinian Refugees to negotiate directly i 

vlth the United Jtotes for old, rather than allowing the Arab states to uediate 

for then. With the charge that the Itufti was underdoing the Arab Cause, his 

opponents were obis to force his departure frou Dccaacus. Sail Ohurl, the ex- 


Mufti f s agent was appointed to handle future contacts with the Syrian Arqy. ll/ 

Urgent attempts were node by the State Department to locate the ex-nuftl 
after his departure, but it was not until the 16th of July that he was discovered 
la the Druse Settlement of Cornell la central Lebanon 12/ in the company of Pausl 
Kowakjl, the chief Arab Guerilla leader during the Palestinian War. 13/ 

The Mufti's cocplicity In the assassination of dag Abdallah 20th July was 
1 Mediately inferred froa the identity of the assassin, . Shakir Ashou, a member of 
the Jihad Mokate**, an extredst Arab organisation created by the Mufti la 1948*14/ 

A reign of terror followed ae refugee coops were raided for possible persons in- 
volved in tbs plot. 15/ to ex-Mufti then appealed to Ibn Saud for both financial 
aid and political mediation vlth the Jordan govern me n t to stop the "atrocities .*1 6 / 

While funds were given to the ex4lufti, the Saudi Arabian monarch refused to be- 
come Involved In the* dispute regarding the suspects and disorders. 16/ As the ex- 

Mufti was employing every means possible to deliver four of the six sentenced men i 

(two were sentenced to death lnabsentla),n/ It vus reported that the Begspt, JXelt, 

Bllbasl Pasha and the Jordanian Prime Minister were equipping assassins to even 
the avenge vlth the Mufti .10/ 


the Jordan Cove r mea t's claims were tonally onsvered by the ex-Mufti at a i 
press conference held on 5 August In Cairo. . tore be denied complicity In the pic i 
against King Abdullah and stated "Political assassinations are not In the Interest i 
of the Arab countries and could only have dire re suits. "1 ?/ At this press confer- i 
enee he denied having a nephew named Musa Da'ud al fftsselnl, described in the 


vygptlan Gasette of 7 August as the principle person Involved in the Plot.l^/ (other 

reports refer to Musa Da'ud as the ex-Mufti's cousin )l9/20/2l/22/ He also attached 1 

the Jordan gov er nm e nt for their note to Sgyp* demanding I&Tnls activities be 

stopped, and charged that foreign eye-witnesses could verity his claims that the 

major atrocities were committed by the Jordan Police and the Arab Leglon.g g/ , i 

3arly In September the Mufti renewed hie efforts to bring about Muslim 
unity against the British by suggesting to Mullah Abd al Qasla Kashanl of Iran, 
that a Moslsp conference similar to the one held In Pakistan be held In Tehran. 24/ 

(Mullah Kashanl Is the chief of the fanatical terrorist organisation, Fednyan-1- 

Islaa whose members cum held responsible for six murders since approximately July i 

1950. )25 / Mullah Kashanl has guaranteed the Mufti full protection and all the 
necessary travel visas for his entourage .24/ 
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Remarks: (Continued) 

According to the Beirut source, vho received information third-hand fraa a , 

Lebanese camunist, the Zlufti ie supposedly receiving coney fraa the Caauniste* i 

Be euggeete the possibility that the Soviet Union may have decided to use a ?an- 

lelanic movement to gain control of Iran rather than employ the obviously Ccaaualst , 

Tudeh Forty* 24/ It should be noted however, in co nsid er ing the working poeeibill- i 

ties of the SEove leaders that the ex-ttuftl is a Sunnite y while Mullah K as h a n i 
is a prominent Shiite leader .25/ 


A usually reliable so ur ce states that the former Grand Mufti has contained I 
the forces of the Moslem Brotherhood with hie own terror! ets in order to sabotag e 1 
the TTane -Arabian pipeline within ten days (report dated 2 6 October 1951)* Motives 

for such sabotage may be questioned since there appears to be no proof that the 1 
Israelis ere receiving oil trm Sidon, and furthermore the Trans-Arabian Oil Go* 1 
has recently presented $25,000 for the relief of the Arab refugees >26/ * I 


The strength of Eusselnl , s Influence has fluctuated considerably in the 1 

last several years* In the winter of 1940 his prestige suf f er ed by hie inability 1 

to unite the Arab World on the Palestine Question 1/ but more recent repor t s 
Indicate that bis power is growing* 

Hussein! is said to ocnaand the loyalty of over 90jt of the Palestinian 
refugees *27/ Another source indicates that his influence within the inner circle l 

of the Arab League has weakened although hie prestige in the Arab World at large 
• is still hlgh*27 2he latter opinion is substantiated by Arab League leaders pro- 
hibiting the Mufti from adniui staring funds for the Arab refugees* It is reported 1 

they fear hie possible connections with Moscow and the fact that he might use 1 

their funds for his own political purposes *2/ Possibly as a consequence, the 

Mufti encouraged the Palestinian refugees to negotiate directly with the TJS for aid , 


as opposed to the Arab states administering such funds >11/8/ Whereupon he was 

accused of undermining the strength of the Arab Cause and forced to leave Syria.8/ 1 

The Mufti 9 * policies are clearly directed toward the maintenance of the I 

Palestinian refugees ae a political entity and has therefore caressed concern 1 

over those still in Lebanon 8/ and UBHHA's efforts to resettle the refugees abroed* 

Be stated reoently, however, that he would not oppose their reintegration into I 

Syria where eome are already in the Syrian Array. 14/ 


The major part of Hussein! 9 * bargaining strength now depends igon his 
political affiliations with tbs Arab states* One of his most persistent struggles ; 

has been against the Hasheoites (rulers of Iraq and Jordan). 1/ The ex-Muftl's 

antipathy bos been aggravated by the Hashaaitcs consietly pro-British policies, I 

which Hussein! feels has delayed Arab independence and unity.l/ 

Hussein! realises that igypt*s primacy among the Arab states depends upon 1 

the Hasher! teg weakness. 2C/ His relations with King Farouk arc superficially good* 1 

According to one source 1 Se exHfcxftl is distrusted by King Farouk, but the latter 
recognizes the Mufti • 0 political prestige • especially enhanced by the assassina- 
tion of :^.ng Abdullah, and feels he would be a valuable ally for the future *28/ 

The ex-Muftl has also maintained good relations with anti-Eachenite Xbn 
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Ban arks: (Continued) 

Baud, whose apprehension error the Cordon Arab Legion is veil known»2 g/ Although 
King Ibn 3and distrusts tbs Mufti he feels that he is the only strong chnqplon of 
a free Palestine* King Ibn Baud has openly favored the restoration of the indepen- 
dence of Eastern Palestine and the holding of on impartial pleb—ite there .16/ 

This nay be one of the reasons the Mufti insists on the entity of Jae ralesHnlaa 
refugees* 


The Mufti is nc dodbt aware that certain factions in Syria vould oppose 
the union of Iraq and oordan because it would Isolate her from Sgypt end Saudi 

Arabia*30/ Doubtless with this In Bind, the ex-Muftl pressed for the training of i 

the reltSses under Colonel Shi ahakll , head of the Syrian Any, perhaps in prepara- 
tion for future guerilla varfart.C/ 

The Itifti's relations with Jordan are undergoing & decided change due to i 

both King Tel'al's anti -British reputation and his sympathy for the Mufti's cause * ^1/ 

It is also significant to note that one of Husseini's most active supporters, former « 

co— dsr of the Busseinl ol-Fatuwah was elected recently to the Jordanian Porlia- 
mt* g/ Purtherttore Tal'al is now enroute to visit King Ibn 3aud ostensibly to 

end their feud* 33/ Hussein! 'e participation In a conference with Saudi Arabian and i 

Egyptian Foreign Minister, prestsnbly to prevent a Basheedte Merger, further Indl- t 

cates bis political strength *28/ 


Els attitude toward tbs •West" hoc varied* He has rsnalnsd ad— natty oppo s ed 
to British int erfer e n ce In the Islamic World,!/ but until recently had avoided any 
public state— irts against tbs US.ft/ In August the Anerlcan i&bassy In Cairo reported 
that the ex-Muftl won pre pa red to ally himself with the Suasions or the Americans* 

If ha were to ally Massif with the C3 he would expect support in the reeetablleh- 
— at of an Arab Palestine, and his family as lto hereditary rulers* In return ha 
pro nl ssd to effect an antl-Conranlst front *3^/ 


Another source indicates the Mufti's Ideas have changed with international ! 

develop— nts, and though he hates the Zionists ha oust be realistic * ft/ Be feels t 

that the Da— ere tic els— nts in the Middle 3ast ore too weak to ooo* State an i 

affec ti ve front against Co— uni— end implied that only through an Isl— lc appeal 
could the 03 ejqpect to gain the s u ppor t of the Arab world* ft/ Recently it was j 

r eported, however, that the sx-Mufti hod urged his nen to s5 botoge A— rlcaa, French ■ 

and British Interests, which stay be a news protesting America's condemnation of i 

Egypt's abrogation — ve*gg/ 

The ex-Mufti 'a connections with Russia have been skillfully c— o ufloged* 

There is little doubt he has had contacts with 3oviet agents but other than reports i 

that he is receiving money free Moscow, little is known about the nature of the * 

affiliation*^/ One reliable source stated the Mufti had said *tfe Hohanaadens will ' 

never be Bolsnrrlks” nevertheless be indicated that his best propaganda support 

was coning free the Soviets not the West *3^/ Recently the sx-Mufti received * 

assuranees froa the Soviets that thsy would not alter their stand for an Independent 


Arab Palestine *ft/ 

Musa Bsy ol-Al— i, a relative of the Mufti by marriage end a reliable source 
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stated that the Kuftl Is o cunning, shrewd politician who will go to any ends to 
obtain his goal and that he Is eoptfbl* of getting rid of his enedos *lf this 
furthers the Arab Cause .* 37/ Practically all sources concur that the ex-tfcifti 
Is one of the shrewdest or/urob leaders, rather unnnlno us l y distrusted, but none 
the less to be feared* 

If a photograph Is desired. Inquiry *»7 be directed to Graphics Register, OOP* 
90QBC3£St 
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tl-HUSAYKI, Haj Amin 


PALE3TINB 


HaJ Amin al-Husayni, the Mufti of Jerusalem, Is one of the moot 
controversial and notorious political leaders of the world* King of no 
country, having no a ray, exiled, forever poised for flight from one 
ccnintry to another in disguise, he has survived because of his remark- 
able ability to play the British against the French, the French against 
the British, and the Americans against both) and also because he has 
become a symbol among the Ar&be for defending then a^inst the 21oniste* 

His suave penchant for intrigue, his delicate manipulation of one Arab 
faction against another, combined with the popularity of his slogan of 
a united Muslim world, has made him a symbol and a force in the Middle 
Bast that is difficult to cope rith and well ntgh impossible to destroy* 

The names of lfcchiavelli, Richelieu, and Mettemich cane to mind to de- 
scribe him, yet no»of these apply* Alone, without a state, he plays an 
international game on behalf of his fellow Muslims* That they are un- 
grateful, unprepared, and divided by complex and innumerable schisms, does 
not deter him from his dream* 

The Mufti is a man of striking appearance « Vigorous, erect, and 
proud, like a number of Palestinian Arabs he has plnk-whlto skin and 
blue eyes* His hair and beard, formerly a ferny red, is now grey* He 
always wears an ankle length black robe and a tar bush wound with a spot- 
less turban* Part of his charm lies in his deep Oriental courtesy; he 
sees a visitor not only to the door, tut to the gate as well, and speeds 
him on his way with blessings* Another of his assets Is his well-modulated 
voice and his cultured Arabic vocabulary* He can both preach and argue 
effectively, and is well versed In all the problems of Islam and Arab 
nationalism* His mystical devotion to his cause, which Is indi visibly 
bound up with his personal and family aggrandisement, has been unflag^ 
lng, and he has never deviated from his theme* For his numerous illit- 
erate followers, such political consistency and simplicity has its ad- 
vantages* The Mufti has always known well how to exploit Muslim hatred 
of "infidel* rule* 

The Mufti was born, Amin al-Husaynl, at Jerusalem, probably in 1093* 
The Husaynia were one of the two moat prominent Arab Palestinian families 
and claimed descent from the Prophet Muhammad* The rank of Mufti, be- 
stowed upon Amin <6 father, Tfchir al-Husaynl, by the Ottoman Government, 
signified that the bearer was an elder religious leader in the coonunity* 
Amin* s elder half-brother, Kernel, was similarly honored* 

Amin al-Huaayni attended It* George’s School in Jerusalem, then went 
to al-Aahar University in Cair o* He made ti.o pilgrimage to Ifeoca, received 
the title of BaJ, then went to Turkey where he served in the Turkish Army 
during World War I* After the capitulation of the Ottoman Empire In 1910, 
he was attached to the British Public Security Service In Palestine, chang- 
ing over la t er to work for the French Secret Service in Damascus* He speaks 
English, French and Turkish in addition to his native Arablo* 

As a writer and teacher in Jerusalem in 1920, HaJ Amin was implicated 
in the antl-Jewlsh riots and had to flee to Transjordan* He was convict- 
ed by the court of the British Mandatory Government and sentenced in a^ 
senile to ten years in prison, but the High Commissioner for Palestine, 
STrHsrbert Samuel, granted him a pardon, and accepted KaJ Amin as the 
Arabs’ choice for the position of Mufti in 1921* In 1922 he was made 
president of the newly established Supreme Muslim Council, a position 
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which gave Kin charge of the finances of the WMcfs (Muslim pious endow- 
ments), in addi tion to some appointive patronage* If both the British 
and the Zionists hoped that these honors and positions of trust would 
neutraliie HaJ Amin’s proclivities for intrigue, they were mistaken* He 
was even at that time a sir *jle-minded devotee of Arab nationalism, an 
unalterable opponent of Zi dam, and a mat. willing to go to any lengths 
to attain his ends* 

While living in Jerusalem, the Mufti married a woman who remains 
nameless and had five daughters and a son. His son Muhammad 3alah-el-Din, 
bom in 1921, was educated in Egypt, where he still resides as a sort of 
protAei of King F&ruq* 

As Mufti, HaJ Amin led the Palestinian Arabs in the fight against 
Jewish i migration and against the sale of land to Jews. He was a member 
of n&ny Arab delegations sent to London to discuss the Palestine problem, 
notably the Shaw Inquiry Commission in 1930* There he testified that he 
had refused an offer of a quarter of a million pounds offered him by a 
relative of Dr* Chaim Weitmann if he would not oppose the sale of Arab 
land. In May 1930 he appeared before the League of Nations In Oenova to 
protest further implementation of the Balfour Declaration. Within Pales- 
tine, he organized the Arabs and became president of the Arab Higher Com- 
mittee formed April 2$, 1936* 

Discord and rioting between the Arabs and Jews continued in 1936 and 
1937, climaxing in the assassination of the British Commissioner of Galilee 
in August 1937* The Mufti's political party, considered responsible for 
this outrage, was outlawed and the Supreme Muslim Council dissolved* The 
Mufti, in danger of arrest, took refuge in »ie Ha ram al-Sharif (The Dome 
of the Rock) in Jerusalem. In this sacred Muslim shrine he was protected 
by a fanatical bodyguard and the British did not dare invade the sanctuary* 
Moreover, certain officials in Whitehall maintained that the Mufti must 
not be completely alienated as he was the only outstanding leader in 
Palestine with whom they coulxl negotiato. In October, disguised as a 
Bedouin, and under ver of night, he fled to Jaffa where a coastal sail 
boat smuggled him to the L: banrn. There his spiritual position, coupled 
with strained Franco-British relations, saved him from arrest by tho French* 

In the village of Junlah the Mufti set up a "citadel of Intrigue", 
established coouunlcatlons with his henchmen in various parts of the Near 
Bast, and almost luvnedlately beoame Involved with agents of Italy and 
Germany* Mussolini, who had already proclaimed himself the protect o r of 
Islam, offered the Mufti asylum in Italian Libya, but the Mufti remained 
in the Lebanon until September 1939* Wh^n World War II bagpn, the British 
requested the French to deliver the Mufti into their custody* While these 
negotiations were in progress the Mufti slipped away to Baghdad to Join 
his friend and fellow-nationalist, Rashid All al-Oaylani, and there to 
plot for an Axis orientation of Iraq. 

On April 10, 19U1, Rashid All's coup succeeded* He proclaimed hint- 
self Prime Minister of Iraq, declared war against Britain, signed a secret 
treaty with Germany and Italy, and with tho assistance of "Tho :, Qoldon 
Square" (an English term for four Colonels in the Iraq Army) attempted to 
ejeot the British from Iraq. The revolt was ill- timed and though it had 
considerable support from young nationalists, was quelled within six wrecks 
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fay British troops. Rashid *li fled with the Mufti to Iran* The Mufti 
took up residence in the J* oanese Legation at Tehran. When the events 
of September 19b 1 necessitated the evacuation of the Axis diplomatic 
staffs from that city, permission was also granted by the Iranian Gov- 
ernment for the evacuation of about J00 Italian citizens* Dr* Luigi 
Petrucci, the Italian Minister, realized that this was an excellent 
chance to evacuate the Mufti at the sane time. Disguised as an Italian, 

Ha J Amin travelled with the Italians by bus and truck to Brzerum, whence 
they continued their Journey by train via Ankara and Istanbul to Rome* 

Oh November 5> 191*1 the Mufti left Rome to Join Rashid All al-Oaylard 
in Berlin* 

The lfcifti and Qaylani, both treated as guests of the Ffahrer, wore 
put under the special guardianship of Dr* Fritz Grobba, head of the 
Arab Political Bureau in the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who, 
while Ambassador In Iraq, had planned tho Rashid All revolt* The two 
Arabs were expected to be important pawns in the hands of the Germans, 
to be shuttled back and forth between Rome and Berlin and used as prop- 
agandists to win Muslim sympathy for the Axis cause* Dr* Edmund Veeson- 
mayer, the former German Minister to Hungary, who knew the Mufti and 
Oaylanl at this period felt that the Mufti was the less practical of the 
two Arabs* The Mufti saw all problems from the Muslim point of view and 
was obsessed with the droam of a united Islamic state which would stretch 
from Morocco to Bosnia and eas* /ard to Pakistan. But the Germans found 
that the Mufti, in spite of hi: aspirations was unable to arouse Islam* 

Although he broadcast in Arabic over the Axis radio, and. toured Croatia 
and Bosnia, trying to rally Muslims to the German side, he was not an 
effective propagandist* Deluded by his own pan-Arab convictions, the 
Mufti made the mistake of appealing to the Arab world as if it were an 
entity* Another cause of failure as a propagandist was his negative 
approach* He had many crlt Lcisms of British imperialism but nothing 

constructive to offer to th * Arab world in its place* Ho gave his last i 

Axis broadcast on June 15, 19U3, calling upon tho Arabs to rise against 

the British and the Jews. The British were not alarmed. All through this I 

time BBC in London followed a policy of steady mild debunking of the Mufti, I 

and refrained from open attack. The Germans from that time on considered 

him a liability and cut his subsidy to a subsistence level only. He had 

also come to loggerheads with Rashid All a 1-Gay la ni and the two had ceased 

to have speaking acquaintance, so that they were kept far apart fay the i 

Germans. But Haj Amin al-Husayni had evidently secreted In Switzerland 

considerable sums which the Germans paid him between 19hl and 191*3, and 

he has lived on these assets since 19U9* 

In May 191*5 the Mufti went from Bad Gastcin in Austria to Switzer- I 

land with some fifteen followers, but Swiss authorities, not caring to be i 

responsible for so difficult and controversial a company, deported them 
at once to France. The group was housod in a suburb of Paris* Various 
Arab Governments appealed in vain for the Mufti ! s return to Jerusalem. 

The French wished to keep the Mufti, and the British, for their part, were I 

not anxious to have him delivered into their custody* The arrest ^f the 
Mufti would force the embarrassing dilemma of whether to prosecute him for I 

treason and incur Arab hatred, or to Ignore his war record and risk the i 

charge of favoritism* 
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While living in Paris, the Mufti renewed his contacts with the coo- 
plicated political nachine which he maintained in various parts of the 
Muslim world, and, incldentall , renewed his feuds with certain Arab 
leaders* His principal henchoijn in Palesti at that time included Jamal 
Huaajmi, Dr. Husayn Khalidi, Munif Husayni, Ishaq al-Darwish, Raasim 
al-Khalidi, Ahmad Hi lml, Izzat Darwasah and Aalle Ohuri. Even within 
this inner circlo there wore quarrels over money and position. Nans gave 
their complete loyalty to the Mufti, although all feared hin. Within 
the Arab Higher Committee, the Mufti and Musa Aland were completely at 
variance. The Mufti has n ver had any friendship for the members and 
supporters of the Hashlmit dynasty, and has always regarded King Abdullah 
of Jordan as a particular rival. 

The Mufti, in spite of his genteel charm, is ruthless toward his 
opponents in the Arab group. He has a personal bodyguard of somo twenty 
well disciplined and efficient gunmen who not only protect him but carry 
out his missions of assassination. The Nashashibi family has for centuries 
been a rival of the Husaynis in tho ~rab conwunity of Jerusalem. In Nov- 
ember 19U1, Fakhri Bey Nashashibi was liquidated at the Mufti *s orders 
while visiting Baghdad. Certain Arabs caught selling land to Jews vrcro 
terrorised, and in 19L7, a liberal labor leader, 3ani Taha, was killed 
on the streets of Haifa. All sources attributed this murder to the Mufti. 
Yet, despite this effort to "discipline" Palestinian Arabs, he was unable 
to gain effective control over them. He was feared by his associates, 
who regretted his return to Cairo, but who dared not challenge his de- 
cisions. His followers existed in ovary Arab country, however, and con- 
stant intrigue was going on in his behalf in Egypt, Syria and the Lebanon. 

In March 19L6 there were rumors that the British wished to deport the 
Mufti to the Seychelles, and there wore counter rumors that several Arab 
countries had offered him refuge. Foreign Secretary Bovin had reputedly 
oade a request to the French Foreign Office for the extradition of the 
Mufti and had been refused. B- vin then requested that the Mufti bo kept 
under surveillance so that he might not lea.c France. While members of 
the French, British and American Intelligence services wero checking 
planes and visas under tho suspicion that the Mufti might attempt to leave 
Paris, the Mufti boarded a THa flight for Cairo on May 29 • He had shaved 
his beard, dyed his hair, and was tho bearer of a Syrian passport. Issued 
to his friend Mar'uf Dawalibi. Dawalibi, then the le^l counselor of the 
Syrian Legation in Paris, as a prominent anti-Western Arab nationalist 
and a firm collaborator with the Mufti. Before boarding the plane, Haj 
Amin kindly sent a letter to the British Embassy informing them that he 
was about to "fly the coopl The Syrian Minister to France, who had assist- 
ed in procuring the passport, left hastily and quietly for Geneva. The 
Mufti, accompanied by his secretary All Rushdl Inan, was soon safely in 
the air, while the real Dawalibi was still in Paris. It was several days 
before the British ascertained that tho Mufti had arrived in Cairo. The 
British Ambassador then requested tho Egyptian Government to give no put^ 
Ucity to the presence of the Mufti in Egypt. King Faruq replied that 
the notice would be in the papers the next day, and it was. In tho opin- 
ion of American officials in Cairo, this move by King Faruq ^ve Egypt 
Increased prestige with extreme nationalist leaders in the entire Near 
East, and served to strengthen Egyptian leadership of the Arab League 
States where the Mufti was considered the best a valla bio threat against 
the Zionists. In the meanwhile the Mufti's latest move was hailed in the 
Muslim press, and he was accorded an unrestrained welcome by the populace. 
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Prayers were held for the occasion in al-Aihar Moeque, and cheers for the 
Mufti developed into anti-British, antiKJovemment manifestations which 
grew serious enough to require police interference to quiet the crowd* 

After promising not to take part in any political activity, the Mufti 
with four of his followers was established in Villa Aida, at Alexandria 
an July 1# 19i*6. Arab leaders at once began to beat a path to his door, 
but were always received ^unofficially"* Said the Mufti, "if the Jewish 
Agency is permitted to spread propaganda, collect funds, prepare armies, 
and buy amnunitlon, then the Arabs at loast have the right to meet and 
discuss their plans *" Haj Amin al-Husayni was determined that the Arabs 
should take up arms in the event of the partition of Palestine* There 
were indications in the fall of 191*6 that the Mufti was in touch with 
the British, and had their tacit consent for hia activities* A Lebanese 
Christian who interviewed him then said that he had never seen the Mufti 
so prc^British* But the Mufti himself became increasingly discouraged 
with the situation* He deplored the weakness of the Arab League, blamed 
King Abdullah for cresting dissension an^ng the Arabs by his "Greater 
Syria" project, and felt that Communist appnts had made great inroads in 
the entire Middle Bast* 

The situation in Palestine grew moro tense in 19l*7« The Mufti, under 
constant attack from Zionists . .xi unalterab' • determined to fifht the parti- 
tion of Palestine, travelled to Beirut in October, without a Lebanese visa, 
to participate in an Arab League meeting called to consider the Palestine 
problem* At this meeting the Mufti net stiff opposition to his plea that 
all the Arab countries assist the Palestine Arabs to resist the partition 
of their country* In December he returned to Cairo* When the actual con- 
flict between t^e Arabs ar> the Jews cane, dissension and Joa lousy between 
the followers of the Mufti -.nd the pro-Has himite adherents of King Abdullah 
succeeded in negating much of the Arabs 1 military powor* The Mufti’s 
choice for leader of the Arab a ray was the Iraqi General Taha al-Hashial, 
while tho Syrians Insisted on Fawxi Qawuqjl ; thus two commanders took the 
field at the start of the campaign, and later the situation was further 
complicated by the insistence of the Egyptians on still a third separate 
command. 

A so-called Palestine Arab Government was set up in Gaia in September 
19b8, under the protection of the Egyptian Government* The poeition of 
President was left vacant, presumably for the Mufti to occupy at a future 
date* The personnel of the Gaia Government was composed of his followers, 
and It was believed that the Mufti had had much to do with their choice* 

If the Gaia Government was intended to rival the Jewish Agency, tho Arabe 
were ambitious* This small group of Palostlne Arabs could not in any way 
compete with the international organization of the Zionists* Tho Gaia 
Arab Government existed for a time, on paper only, and then foldod its 
tents* Moreover, the Arabs in Palestine were divided in their allogiance* 
One group desired to be incorporated into Jordan, whilo the Mufti’s gpoup 
clung unrealistically to their dream ox an lidepeiaont Palestine jut&d 
state* Qradually the chauvinistic appeal that the Mufti had had lost 
its attraction for the war-weary Arabs, and the Mufti’s influence reach- 
ed its nadir in the winter of ? ?i*8-l9i*9 • Haj Amin had alienated King 
Paruq and the members of the Egyptian Gover :ent, he had the support of no 
great power, he had been unable to weld together even the surrounding 
Arab countries into any urr.nimity of action or opinion and he had been 
unable to proclaim a Jihad* 
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In October HaJ Amin went to Saudi Arabia, endeavoring to obtain 

support from Itn S&'ud for tho creation of an independent Arab Palestine* 
Messages from Whitehall wer sent to the British Chargt in Jidda, instruct- 
ing him to inform the Saudi Arabian Government that the British Foreign 
Office did not in any way j. r ;rove of the Mufti's plan* Shortly aftor this 
the Mufti left Jidda in King Ibn Sa'ud's plane on a mission to Damascus* 

He intended to dissuade the Syrian Government from its rumored projoct of 
union with Iraq. 

In February 1951# HaJ Amin presided over the World Muslim Conference 
held at Karachi. Although the Conference was unofficial in character, 
nearly forty delegates from Muslim countries attended. The principal 
resolution passed by the Conference was that "no power on earth can broak 
the ties which bind the people of Pakistan and Kashmir"# and all Muslim 
count rlos were to direct thei~ representatives at the UN to support Pak- 
istan's stand on Kashmir. Other resolutions dealt with Palestine# Africa# 
and Hyderabad, and all stressed the necessity for the cooperation of tho 
Muslim world. From Karachi, HaJ Amin went to Kabul in March 1551# where 
he attempted to resolve Af ^Pakistan differences on the basis of private 
informal talks. He apparently hoped to encourage a settlement of the 
n Pus htooni stan" issue by again using the plea for Islamic unity, insist- 
ing tliat this unity is the only protection of the Muslim world against 
the evils of Communism* It Is believed, however, that HaJ Amin's excursion 
Into the affairs of Afghanistan and Pakistan is merely a phase of his most 
earnest purpose to achieve Muslim unity in order to drive the Zionists 
out of Palestine* 

latest reports regarding the Mufti indicate that the British Foreign 
Office would like to effect a rapprochement between Abdullah and HaJ Amin, 
or at least between Abdullah and the foil ewers of H&j Amin, to staolllse 
and unify the enlarged state of Jordan. Whether such a plan can ever 
materialise or not, the Mufti is still a power In the Middle Bast* His 
small, but well or^niaed gr up of henchmen penetrate everv country in the 
Muslim world, and the popular appeal of his slogan for Muslim unity cannot 
be denied# however unrealistic it may appear to be* There is no tangible 
evidence that he has ever desired Soviet support for his plans# and it le 
out of character that ho ever would. Tho Ger«n Foreign Office could never 
discern that he strove for anything w re than pan-Arab union* While the 
Zionists consider him slightly worse than Mephistopholes and have used him 
as a symbol of Nasi am, this is false. He carod nothin* about Naslsm and 
did not wort well with Germans* Ho ro forded them merely as instruments to 
be used for his own aims* 
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